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FROM THE EDITOR

Events in Eastern Europe are moving so swiftly that even recent visitors from there away
for more than a few weeks, complain that they are unable to accurately assess the events in
their countries. Authors of articles submitted to OPREE ask that their work be published
promptly lest events overtake the writer's assessment and render it obsolete.

Some

manuscripts in our file already sound antiquated.
Not every country is changing so rapidly. The first article in this issue is by Barbara
Frey, a lawyer from Minneapolis, Minnesota, on suppression of religious liberties in Albania.
Her work is the result of the collective work of the Minnesota Lawyers for International
Human Rights. The paper was read at a conference "Building Understanding and Respect
Between People of Diverse Religions or Beliefs" in Warsaw, Poland, May 14-18, 1989. The
work on this paper was completed this summer after some additional interviews with
eyewitnesses. The interviews with refugees and visitors to Albania in 1989 indicate that the
basic human rights violations still have not changed though there is evidence of the survival
of religious sentiments discernible in subtle ways. Changes elsewhere seem not have affected
Albania.
Another country where the situation is exceedingly bleak is Romania.

Romania's

religious life had been quite dynamic, and no overt persecution against the Romanian
Orthodox Church is taking place, though different degrees of muzzling other churches were
and continue to be practiced by the ever-present dreaded security police. The tragedy for
the country and the churches, aside from the impoverishment of the population, the
repression of minorities, and the many human rights abuses, is the idolization of its president,
Nicolae Ceausescu, currently the example of the "cult of personality" par excellance. The
veneration of Ceausescu is not meant merely for domestic consumption; some of the texts
of adulation are published in English. For instance, for the forty-fifth anniversary of the
liberation and revolution representatives of all religious denominations, 1 under the leadership
of Patriarch Teoctist, gathered at a festive conference to commemorate the event. Telegraful
Roman, a religious publication of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of Sibiu, issued an

1 Among the excerpts of speeches by denominational representatives only the Baptists are missing,
which leaves the impression that the Baptists and, of course, the illegal Rumanian Uniates, may not
have participated.

English edition with excerpts from the speeches and messages of the gathering. Reading it
makes one realize the shameful manipulation of the church leaders who are grovelling in
abject servility and veritably gushing with effusive praise of the 'great leader.' In a telegram
to Ceausescu they express that
The representatives of religious denominations . . . with profound respect, special
esteem and appreciation direct our thoughts to you, the most beloved son of our
nation, a hero among the heroes of our ancestral land, brilliant founder of socialist
Romania, prominent personality of contemporary world, and we render you our
special homage of devotion and gratitude for the grandiose historic work which you
inspired and prepared for the raising of our nation to the highest peaks of material
and spiritual civilizations . . . .2
In complete unity of wW and feeling with all the country's sons, irrespective
of the national origin or confessional identity of the faithful whom we represent,
having a mobilizing example in your heroic and prodigious activity, we pledge to
continually support, with our specific means and with full patriotic dedication, the
Romanian people' s fundamental interests and the grandiose constructive efforts for
the prosperity of our beloved motherland--the Socialist Re�ublic of Romania, for the
complete triumph of peace and international cooperation.
The presence of a number of factual errors in the first paragraph of the quote raises the
question whether the authors of the telegram may not be trying to alert the readers that this
devotional outburst is not a voluntary act of theirs. In any case it seems evident that their
dignity and self -respect has grievously suffered under the onslaugh-t of tyranny. Surely it
has not escaped the attention of the leaders of the Romanian Orthodox, Serbian, Orthodox,
Lutheran, Hungarian Reformed, Jewish, Unitarian, Muslim, Roman Catholic, Armenian
Apostolic, Seventh-Day Adventist, and Pentecostal religious communities that Shadrak,
Mizhak, and Abednego would rather burn in the fiery furnace than worship an image set up
by Nebuchadnezzar and that Daniel would rather be cast into the lions' den than venerate the
Persian emperor. How depraving it must be to face the same situation over two millennia
later and find no strength to reject idolatry.

Not everyone is as courageous as the

aforementioned Jewish heroes of the faith or the early Christian martyrs who refused to
worship the spirit of the Roman emperor. Judging them without sharing their predicament
is tricky business. No one will know how these men of God face their own conscience.
They deserve our pity and our prayers. But one recoils in horror about the government
which placed them in such a predicament forcing them to wallow so pitifully in the face of
an overwhelming and irrational force.

2 Telegraful Roman, Nos. 29-30-31 -32 and 33-34, 1 989 (1 st- 1 5th August, 1 st September [numbers
and dates provided as printed in the newspaper] p. I.
·

3 Ibid.
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The second article is by Dr. Dorothea Ortmann, a young assistant in the University of
Rostock department of theology. She wrote on "The Reality of the Constitution and the
Reality of Life Regarding Freedom of Belief in the G.D.R." for the same Warsaw conference
' at which Barbara Frey's paper was read. Dr. Ortmann is an example of those younger East
G ermans who have internalized a good part of the claims of East Germany's official ideology
which finds itself now in such a crisis of confidence. Her critical remarks seem directed
more at the church than at the government, and she hopes for the time when Christians will
not be perceived as anti-socialist. In this respect she may be at odds with the views of those
who have recently voted with their feet. But on the other hand she longs for perestroika and
for the establishment of a genuine Christian-Marxist dialogue, which do seem to be finally
making some headway. Last May when her paper was read, no o ne could have anticipated
how the events in her homeland would change the character of the Marxist partner and force
the opening of the Wall. The churches in East germany may, indeed, need to reexamine the
formula "the church with socialism" if the East German people effect some basic social and
governmental changes.
The recent possibility of sending large numbers of Bibles and other religious publications
to the Soviet Union is presented by Dr. Mark Elliott, who describes this unprecedented
opportunity which is becoming one of the greatest challenges _to the Bible societies and
church outreach in recent years.
Then we present an interview by professor Patricia Lefevere with the Russian Orthodox
Archbishop Kiril, apparently a rising star in the episcopacy, with strong links to the World
Council of Churches, on his views about the ecumenical relations between the Russian
Orthodox and the Ukrainian Catholics.
Dr. Paul Bock presents an analytic report on an international Christian-Marxist dialogue
on peace which was held in Leusden, the Netherlands, in August 1989.
Then we publish the joint statement on human rights that was drawn up at an American
Hungarian-Yugoslav Christian-Marxist dialogue on Human Rights which was held in
Washington, DC in October 1989.
The issue ends with a memorial tribute to professor Nora Levin, a member of our
Advisory Editorial Board, who died on October 26, 1989.

Paul Mojzes, editor
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